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 The overwhelming response from Long Islanders is yes though like Michael Knowles, a carpenter from Hamiltons, Long Island, they are quick to point out that "a metropolitan resort" would not be welcome here where the locals, though appreciative of the additional prosperity and financial security that tourism will likely bring, are keen to preserve their simple way of life. Long Island - where the art of conversation has not passed into extinction, where many of its sons pursue fishing and gardening both as their livelihood and past-time, where people are not inured to occurrences of violence, and where the threatening of one's life by another human being would be an event lamented and sermonised, not a forgotten episode amongst the myriad other horrific acts to which city dwellers have hardened themselves. Who can blame them for wanting to safeguard a community that has become for the world a dying breed? Long-time supporter of Long Island culture and past president of the Long Island Association Geoffrey Treco stated the general view most succintly when he said, "We want the benefits, but not the crime." Continuing on with his vision of tourism in Long Island, he indicated that small, family oriented resorts would best serve the island, giving tourists a real taste of Bahamian life and a chance to interact with Bahamians. "Tourism will certainly improve and diversify the economy. I would like to see the local people benefit. I wouldn't want any big chains coming in. I would prefer to see the local people taking the initiative and making investments." He pointed out that tourism's effects might not be purely economic and could help to resolve those social problems related to the migration of the younger generation to Nassau and the United States. More young adults staying in and returning to Long Island will mean better care of the older people and a more equalised age spread rather than the clusters of the very old and very young that seem to be the general demographic trend in the Family Islands. Henderson Burrows, another Long Island Association board member, is pleased to hear about more visitors discovering Long Island as long as the island is able to retain its quaintness and does not become overdeveloped. Judging by the modest, graciously styled guest houses and residences that have sprung up over the past several years new owners are seeking to carry on the tradition of architecture first conceived in the island's churches, one that naturally complements the island's rugged beauty. Returning Long Islanders like Mizpah Albury, proprietor of Gems at Paradise in Clarence Town, have set the tone for tastefully, elegantly designed establishments, purposively constructed within the context of the natural environment. "The great advantage of Bahamian owned guest houses, hotel and resorts is that citizens have a greater vested interest in the long-term growth and sustainment of businesses. I believe development by Bahamians means less exploitation of our environment, and more respect for our limited natural resources," said Mrs. Albury. When one looks at the narrow, winding island from atop the highest point at Gems at Paradise (just south of Clarence Town), one is loath to tinker with Mother Nature's artwork. The expanse of Atlantic ocean on the north side is edged by splendid rock formations and dainty pink sand beaches (carved out by an infinitude of turquoise and indigo water-strokes). The ridge along the north side falls sharply into the flatter south side dotted by salt ponds, then spills into the salina, an area ideal for bonefishing because of its low depth and protection from the prevailing winds. Bonefishermen have already carved out a niche for themselves in the tourist trade, setting up bonefishing lodges that appeal to the outdoorsmen and women that Long Island attracts and marketing themselves as specialists in recreation fishing. The Long Islanders' tradition of getting something done once they set their minds to it, their knack for innovative entrepreneurship, will certainly be an asset to the tourism industry. The hardworking, tenacious streak characteristic of so many Long Islanders is nowhere more evident than in the construction industry. A surge in construction jobs finds workers working from sun-up to sun-down, and to their credit doing work that is of a high standard not only in terms of solidity but aesthetic appeal. Developers will not find a lack of talent here in Long Island where artistry and pride in work well done still thrive. Local craftsmen are adept at using natural rock and wood. The interior of Mrs. Albury's main house and hotel - ornate moldings, wood panelled ceilings and floors and hand-made cabinets - attests to the Long Island woodworker's skill and attention to detail. It is thanks to Don and David Knowles, sons of boat builder and constructor Laurin Knowles and Mrs. Albury's nephews, that the structure and finish work (tile-laying and woodwork) at Gems at Paradise is of such a high quality. "Since a construction boom in Long Island about three years ago the local building industry has been overstretched," explained Mrs. Albury. Laurin Knowles' family run operation, administered by his wife Susan and daughter Crystal, has been inundated with jobs. Despite this overwhelming amount of work, the Knowles' remain stalwartly committed to excellence, Don and David carrying on a family tradition of solid, stylish workmanship. The Knowles' are some of the first to profit from the influx of returning Long Islanders and land developers. Their teamwork, and their ability to produce a finished product that complies with client expectations is a recommendation in itself and a testament to Long Islanders' readiness for business. According to Andrew Taylor, the government dockmaster at Clarence Town and owner of Sea Side motor scooters rental, "We have been ready for tourists long time." He looks forward to the day when more visitors come to Long Island. Geoffrey Treco insisted that one of the great advantages of tourism is the interaction between foreigners and Bahamians, mutually beneficial for both parties. Long Islanders, for so long isolated from the rest of the world, will benefit from meeting people from different countries, people with whom they can share the beauty and culture of their island. In Long Island foreigners will learn far more about the island way of life than they would in Nassau and will at the same time discover the diversity of the Bahamian islands. This diversity is refreshingly evident in the individual musings of one of Long Island's living legends. When asked about tourism in Long Island, Delbert Cartwright, a local personage famous on the island for his historical knowledge, superb memory, and humourous storytelling, responded with one of his trademark philosophies, simple yet so profound. "We have taller buildings and shorter tempers, wider freeways and narrower viewpoints, bigger houses and smaller families,... more convenience and less time, we buy more and have less, have more degrees and less sense, more knowledge and less judgment, we wake up too late and go to bed too late, love less and hate more, ... we've been to the moon but can't visit our neighbour, everything is in the shop windows and nothin' in the staff room." Mr. Cartwright's other sayings worded in a distinctively Bahamian style - humourous yet wise, could keep an audience enraptured for hours. Sayings such as "When you understand one woman, you're rippin' the thatch; (and) one insect in the bush got more instinct than nine human heads"-reflect a life of observation and a reverence for nature. He is the product of a by-gone era, a gentleman, an observer, a gifted teacher and storyteller. He is one of Long Island's guardians and while he wants to see her prosper, he would not want to see economic improvement at the expense of peace and tranquillity. * end- 
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